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New Board Members!

Harriet
Behar
During the 40 years
Harriet and her husband,
Aaron, have owned their
home and land, they have
implemented a wide variety
of conservation practices,
from installation of solar
energy systems, to planting
trees and native prairie,
stream bank and trout
habitat improvement and many activities to protect soil and water
quality on their certified organic property. They have learned
to manage their agricultural and nonagricultural lands in a way
that also enriches the environment for diverse species of birds,
mammals, reptiles, fish, insects and plants that are native to our
unique area. They raise honeybees, chickens, grains, forages and
vegetables as well as culinary and medicinal herbs. Harriet has
been active in a variety of advocacy and conservation groups, and
served on the Crawford County Land Conservation Committee for
more than 8 years. Aaron and Harriet were given the Crawford
County Conservation Farm Family of the Year award in 2021.

Roger
Reynolds

Roger has always enjoyed
nature from gardening
to kayaking, and has
been volunteering to help
preserve and protect nature
most of his adult life, plus
educate others. Removing
invasive plants and invasive
aquatic species; teaching
sustainable gardening with
an emphasis on mulch
and low to no synthetic chemical practices, plus permaculture
and edible landscaping; eating wild plants (foraging); watching
local birds; plus standing up for best environmental practices by
companies are some of the areas where Roger has volunteered
through hands in the dirt or water, public speaking, and
organizing. He met Edie and CSP while working together to
protect the environment and community regarding the local frac
sand mine. Some of the skills he brings to the board include
public speaking, organizing events, creative big picture and
minute detail problem solving, researching and just a bit of humor.

The Courage to Unite
By Forest Jahnke

War and internal strife is rampant in our world, and the cost to human and planetary health
has been immense. People and governments are turning on one another, trying to “win” through
force. But we need not look all the way to wars in Ukraine or Ethiopia to work for peace. The fear
and divisions in our communities that lead to such destruction are growing faster than ever, and it
is here that we can make a significant difference.
We must be alert that war is not used to justify further expansion of unsustainable practices
or further restriction of what’s left of our democracy at home. For as the price of gas goes up and
becomes more profitable, and Russian exports are cut, there will be a push for more oil/gas exports
from the US. This means more fracking, which in turn could imply a possible second boom of frac
sand mining in Western Wisconsin.
Unity Continued on Page 4
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Empowered communities in sustainable relationship with thriving ecosystems.
Because of your support, we’re able to take action towards acheiving that vision.

Thank you all for your contributions!
Mayumi and Nathan Aaberg
Karen Acker
Glory Adams
Kathleen Allen
Greg and Sylvia Attleson
Dan Badtke
David and Barbara Bangert
Alison Barazani
Sanchen Barnum
Daniel Barron
Harriet Behar & Aaron Brin
Lars and Corina Bergan
Paul Berghoff
Philothea Bezin
Ed Block
Rod Boardman
Mike and Janna Bowers
Kara Breems & Tony Adams
Linda Brewer & Dale Lavelle
Ellen Brooks & Dave Hackett
Stephanie Brown
Phil Burgess
Ron and Phant Byers
Paul and Kathy Byrne
James Casey
Connie Champnoise & Art
Plachinski
Abbie Church
Michael and Susan Cohen
Diane and John Craig
Amy Crofts
William Crook, Jr
Dancing Waters
John Danforth
Robert Danielson
Kathy Doerfer
Virginia Drath
Roberta DuCharme
Debbie Dudek
Barbara Duerksen & Stein Goering
Beverly Dumas & Jim Cysewski
David Eagan
Dave Edinger
Edie Ehlert
Tim and Linda Eisele
Laurie Elwell & Richard Niess

Thomas Erb & Cecilia Caron
Wayne and Alice Everts
Katie Fassbinder
Christine Fenendael & Mark
Kupper
Jean and Andy Fies
Tim Finley
Janet and Theodore Finn
Steve Fleming
Diana and Larry Forkash
Jean Franks
Anne-Marie and Wil Fryer
Jane Furchgott & Charles Munch
David and Connie Gardner
Ned Gatzke
John and David Gibbs
Don and Diane Gilliard
Chris and Linda Gosling
Paul and Paula Grenier
Gerald and Jacqueline Guarnaccio
Lynn Harden
Judy and John Hartl
Suzanne and Jude Hartwick
Michael Hedemark & Arlyne
Johnson
Janis Hein
Patricia Helgerson
Mary Helgren & Richard Radek
Dianne and Dan Hendricks
Dave Herington
Bill and Debbie Hiller
Lorne Hillier
William and Gina Holtz
Don and Sandra Hulseberg
Sue Hulsether & Steve Hanson
Jackie Hurwitz
Rikardo Jahnke & Ilana Pestcoe
N J Jahnke
Lamar Janes & Lynda Schaller
Beth and Niels Jensen
Judy and Gary Jolin
Maggie Jones & David Linton
Kathy and Jim Kachel
Beth and Dennis Kienbaum
Joseph Klein
Jason Klinge

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: Edie Ehlert
Vice President: Ellen Brooks
Treasurer: Lamar Janes
Secretary: Omaru Heras
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Board Member: Marinella Pro
Board Member: Eli Schmidt
Board Member: Harriet Behar
Board Member: Roger Reynolds

Michael Kohnle & Deidre Duffy
Stephen and Barbara Kozerowitz
Roy Kradle
John Kraemer
Eli Kramer
Jeffery and Laura Kronser
Thomas Kurth
Gigi La Budde & Michael Whaley
Peg La Martina
Elizabeth Lange
Wade Lawler
Peter Lee & Pamela Maykut
Dani and Mike Lind
Jessie Lindner & Harry Harrison
Ralph and Mary Losey
Gordon Malaise
Sandra and Roger Manecke
Becky Martin
Francisco and Mary Jane Martinez
Tom Martish
Stan McKnight
Dave and Maggie Mezera
Eloise Miller & Martha
Bornshlegel
Robert and Rebecca Molini
Dewey Moore & Shelley Roberts
Patrick Murphy
Charles Nelson
Jessica Nelson
Eric Newman
Brad Niemcek & Sharon Murphy
Laura and Frank Olah
Matthew Olive
Todd Osman
Maura Otis & Barry Jensen
Paul and Amy Pedersen
Keith and Catherine Peterson
Joni Peterson
Steve Picus & Sharon Siegel
Paul Pienkowski
Pat Popple
Margaret Pulera
Quality of Life Chiropratic
Steven and Martha Querin-Schultz
Jeff and Diana Reynolds
Patricia Roberts

Kelvin Rodolfo & Kathy
Crittenden
Rooted Spoon Kitchen Table
John and Audrey Rosenheim
David and Jackie Rosenheim
Robert Samuelson & Rosa
Hendrickx
Jim and Irene Scheckel
Joe Schwarte & Christine Myhr
Sheri Scott
Diana and Mark Setzke
Kathy Shepherd
Deanna D. Shimpach
Wayne and Ann Smallwood
Richard Smith
Cynthia J. Smith
Emile and Camille Smith
Bryan Stanley
Bill Stanton & Marcy Davis
Chris and Ken Stark
Don and Mary Stirling
Steve Strommen
Elaine Swanson
Sharon Swiggum
Agnes Szidon
Pam Taliaferro & Tom Lawrence
Sara Tedeschi
Ric Thill & Deb Conlon
Dan Thoftne
John Thompson
Gary Thompson
Dave Thornton
Kathleen Tigerman & Carl
Schlecht
Matt Urch & Sara Martinez
Linda Van Art
Margo Van Galder
Dana and Bob Van Hoesen
Tom and Connie Vanderhyden
Margaret and Jim Walz
Dan and Kris Weber
Connie Weedman
George Wilbur
Doug and Sharon Wilson
Judy Witt-Croswhite & Bruce Pack
Ric and Betty Zarwell

STAFF
Program Coordinator: Forest Jahnke
Water Quality Monitoring Coordinator: Omaru Heras
Community Engagement Coordinator: Sarah Barron
Financial Coordinator: Lamar Janes
Consulting Agroecologist: Steve Oberle

Crawford Stewardship Project is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization registered in the state of Wisconsin.
Contributions are tax deductable to the fullest extent allowed by law. The newsletter is printed on recylced paper.

Industrial Ag Update
The Buck Stops... Where?
By Forest Jahnke

As soon as Crawford Stewardship Project heard that Roth Feeder Pig wanted to set up a new and expanded facility on a narrow
karstic ridge above the Kickapoo River (which, in combination with their current facility a few miles away, would make them the largest
hog operation in the state), we brought the issue up with Marietta Township. CSP, neighboring farmers, and the Roth family participated
actively in a study committee during the Marietta Township’s Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation (CAFO) Moratorium, but in the
end, the Town Board decided they had no capacity to do more.
A similar effort at the county level, emphasizing that this was not just about Roth Feeder Pig, but any CAFO of any size or animal
type in any part of the county, met with a similar disappointing end. Upon hearing the committee report and receiving the 125 pages of
documentation and recommendations, Crawford County Board of Supervisors also decided to take no action, and simply rely on the
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) to do the work. This, despite the fact that there are many issues with CAFOs that
are not under state purview (air quality, property values, road damage, etc).
After many attempts to see if some action would be taken, it has become clear that current Crawford County boards and
committees do not have the political will, and county staff do not have the capacity, to go beyond a cursory review and approval of final
WDNR permits.
We’ve been waiting for WDNR permits for Roth Feeder Pig II for nearly ten months since
the close of their public comment period. This is an unprecedented wait for a “Notice of Final
Determination” and final permit. While there are other factors at play (like several other CAFOs
requiring attention, plus chronic underfunding, understaffing, and rapid turn-over within the
WDNR), we can say with a fair amount of confidence that the impressive public input we collectively
submitted have had a part to play in this. The 1,200 public comments, with serious science and onthe-ground data behind them, take time to address if taken seriously.
Perhaps this also bodes well for the WDNR’s public commitment under this administration
to return to following science and protecting water, rather than the “open for business” rubberWe’re happy to see the WDNR moving as slowly as a stamping we’ve seen for years.
snail, and look forward to a transparent trail of science
Hopefully the WDNR final permits will at the very least have significant conditions to
and answers that address water quality and quantity protect water quality and quantity in the sensitive area where Roth Feeder Pig II is proposed, but
concerns around the proposed Roth Feeder Pig II CAFO local action remains important. Not all local governments in this state are abdicating responsibility,
and we have only to look a few counties to the north to see what real proactive protections look like
on the local level.
In Polk and Burnett Counties, the Townships of Trade Lake, Eureka, and Laketown have passed CAFO operations ordinances,
allowing CAFOs only under strict parameters meant to protect the local water, air, and property values. The towns of Sterling, Luck, and
Bone Lake are also considering versions of this ordinance. This sort of multi-municipal collaboration is truly inspiring, and we hope that
Crawford County township governments wake up to the truth that they have not only the authority, but the duty, to act to protect public
health and our diverse rural economy. While CSP lacks any sort of authority, we carry mountains of scientific information, have broad
networks of allies dealing with similar situations, and are always happy to help local municipalities do right by the water, the land, and
their constituents by putting in place common sense protections.

Save the Date!
Karst Exploration
August 20th
1-4:30pm
Just north of Viroqua

Join us to visit the Three Chimneys, Krume
Spring, sinkholes, and more fascinating karst
sites while learning what they have to teach us!
Stay tuned to our social media, emails and
website for details as we approach the event.
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Better Science and
Broader Education
Expanding our Karst Campaign
By Forest Jahnke

We are entering the second International Year
of Caves and Karst, and the second year of Crawford
Stewardship Project’s kARsT (karst + ART) Connections
Campaign. With eleven karst presentations under our belt
from last year’s educational push (and over 200 sparkly
rocks given to students with questions!), we are excited to
continue down this expanded educational path we’ve taken.
The script of our illustrated karst kids book has been
written by Asha Meyers, and it is a fun and educational story, as
a mischievous little raccoon learns from the earth, the water, and
animal friends who guide her on an adventure of self-discovery,
lessons about how water flows through and is held by the rocks,
and how to channel her “creative” talents. Kathie Wheeler is in
the process of crafting the first images, and we can’t wait until
it all comes together, though the publishing process will likely
take some time.
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Unity Continued from Page 1
This would not be the first time our region has been
impacted by secondary effects of a war effort. Edie Ehlert,
President of the Board of CSP, reflects on the “Low Level
Flights” struggle in this area, and how this later
influenced CSP’s formation:
“When the Air National Guard proposed
our area as a low level Jet Flight Zone,
people of all walks came together to
educate both those proposing and the
general public on what havoc this would
create in our homes. The only common
goal was to stop the proposal; to protect
our homes. With the fear and time pressure,
it was a serious challenge to put aside one’s own
“right idea” and work together. I keep learning, with much
trial and error, that finding common ground, respecting every
voice, is the most effective and valuable way to work together.
If friendships grow between people of different views, lasting
success is created.”

Meet some of the characters in
our upcoming illustrated karst
kids book!

It is easy to slip from assertive to aggressive as fear
nips at our heels and we strive to address the causes and
impacts of climate change, biodiversity loss, polluted air, water
contamination, soil degradation, and a slew of other very real
crises. It is easy to dismiss others as “uninformed”, or even “bad
people”, to be “defeated”.

Created by artist,
Kathie Wheeler

Speaking out on important issues, directly and clearly,
while listening respectfully to the views of others,
is what takes true courage.

We are also re-launching our “Underground World”
shadow puppet show, from which the story of our book was
born, to begin to show in local schools and community spaces
for young kids. These stories begin to build a basic concept of the
complexity and susceptibility of our landscape and watersheds
from the very beginning of children’s educational journeys.
As for the more scientific angle of our work on this
front, we are beginning to have hope that the bedrock maps
we have now (from a study published in 1876) will soon be
improved. Data from a study done recently which delineated
local bedrock layers should be available by year’s end. LiDAR
(light detection and ranging) technology has also been used in
flights over Crawford County for the second time, which should
give us an even more detailed view of the surface topography
and something to compare the data with ten years ago. Also,
Ken Bradbury, our State Geologist with the WI Geological and
Natural History Survey, is very interested in spearheading a new
bedrock study of this area!
Perhaps all this data is not as exciting to everyone as it
is to a maps nerd like me, but I hope we can all appreciate and
support the improved understanding of the earth we stand on
and how the water flows over and through it.

Taking the time to identify the issues and brainstorming
with all those involved helps us see common values and
priorities and will show us united ways forward towards our
goals. We need to watch, listen and learn from the natural world
around us; from this strikingly beautiful Driftless home of ours.
We need dialogue and true solutions to the huge issues facing
us.
Peace and unity are of utmost importance; in our
institutions, between each other, and within ourselves. This does
not mean we should be passive, for the struggles ahead are great
and growing in number and intensity and require immediate
action. What it does mean is that we can only be effective and
remain a united community if we ourselves are non-violent, unpanicked, and peaceful as we act.

Mark Twain: “It ain’t what you don’t know that
gets you into trouble. It’s what you know for
sure that just ain’t so.”

Swamp Project People
The Myrtle Lake Project
By Swamp Project People

As kids growing up in Soldiers Grove, there was a place
we called “the slough”. A small 3 acre spring fed pond and wetland
full of biodiversity and life that provided adventure, discovery and
natural education to all those who visited there, young and old.
Over the years, due to the overwhelming amounts of
runoff laden with nitrates and phosphorus and other pollutants,
the slough has filled with sediment and has been going through the
process of eutrophication (excessive richness of nutrients in a lake
or other body of water, which causes a dense growth of plant life
and death of animal life from lack of oxygen).
After an attempt to tackle
this problem back in the mid 90’s
stalled, the slough, by then dubbed
“Myrtle Lake” by a local resident,
was left largely unchanged. There
have been plenty of “wouldn’t it be
nice” conversations over the years but
nothing was ever finished.
On August 4, 2019, a
FaceBook page was started to raise
awareness and interest in saving this
The swampies, Randy Swiggum
body of water and developing it into
a usable resource for all to enjoy. The
and Justus Benson,
monitoring Myrtle Lake on a canoe. Myrtle Lake Project was born.

Shortly thereafter, the Swamp Project People (SPP) non-profit
organization was formed under the fiscal sponsorship of Crawford
Stewardship Project (CSP). A new day was dawning for Myrtle
Lake.
All of us newly born “Swampies” were itchin’ to get things
organized and underway. The FaceBook membership was growing
by the hundreds and the enthusiasm toward this project spread
throughout the community, along with doubt and skepticism.
Some typical hurdles to jump in any worthy cause.
More determined than ever, we moved forward with some
manual cleanup around the lake and general meetings for options
and ways to progress in our quest.
The SPP’s first annual Myrtle Lake Fundraiser was
planned and executed on October 2020, despite a global pandemic
sweeping the globe. Where there
is a will, there is a way.
To continue to fund this effort,
we Swampies will have our third
annual fundraiser on October 1,
2022.
Water quality monitoring will
set you free. With mentoring
from CSP’s Omaru Heras, we
have established a baseline
of water quality testing and
Dylan Skrede in Soldiers Grove
reporting
in order to better
village burnpile.
understand what we are dealing
with and establish a working relationship with DNR representatives.
Many factors potentially impacting Myrtle Lake are on
our radar. Two obvious impacts are the runoff coming off County
Rd. C and the village burn pile that smolders on the bank of the
slough. The relocation of the yard waste burnpile and options
to reroute the water will be discussed further with the Village of
Soldiers Grove.
SPP is committed to saving this precious resource and
its inhabitants. We thank CSP for their guidance in making
this happen, the Citizen Lake Monitoring Network for the 2022
chemistry testing grant., and especially all of our generous
community who’ve supported us and become involved!
Swamp Project People “Get Down!”

Our Mission
To upgrade our planet through rejuvenation of damaged ecosystems due to floods and human kind in the Kickapoo Valley.

Our Vision

What we do

To create an uplifting environment for all to connect and thrive with
Mother Nature, and bring back the spirit of this sacred land.

We clean up swamps from years of neglect and build discovery parks
that create a balanced relationship for all habitats.

Huge Congratulations To Paul And Kathy Byrne!
Winners of the 2021 Wisconsin Stream Monitoring Award, Adult volunteers category
They received this award for almost 10 years of dedication as stream monitoring volunteers at 8 stream sites across Crawford
County, while receiving water samples and driving them all to the laboratory for testing. Their dedication to stream
stewardship has included participation in training new volunteers and providing their support to existing ones, community
meetings, networking with statewide organizations, writing letters to the editor, and speaking at public hearings to address
water quality issues in the region. Kathy served as a wonderful Crawford Stewardship Project staff and a board member.
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Save the Date!
Love the Land
Friday, July 1st
5:30pm-12am
4:30pm-12am
Soldiers Grove Park

Join CSP in celebration of the year’s accomplishments!
Silent
Booths
Food
Music
Auction
Beer

Visit Us Online!
Donate
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