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CSP Welcomes...
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
COORDINATOR:
SARAH BARRON

With a bachelor’s degree in 
Psychology and a love of the 
natural world, Sarah is passionate 
about engaging others to take 
interest in the environment 
(eco-psychology). She grew up 
on a small, organic goat farm 
in Southwest Wisconsin and 
values the unique biodiversity of 
the Driftless region. She’s also a 
native plant enthusiast, and you 

can often find her on roadsides collecting seeds from imperiled 
plants.

Sarah delights in tending to her organic vegetable and native 
plant gardens, bird watching, plant and insect photography, and 
various artistic pursuits.

BOARD MEMBER: 
EMILY SCHMIDT

Growing up in the Driftless 
Area, Emily is very appreciative 
of the rolling hills and quaint 
streams that makes this region 
special. Emily lives on top of a 
ridge overlooking the Kickapoo 
River, and attends North 
Crawford High School. Emily is 
16 years old, and has a drive to 
protect the natural environment 
more than ever before. 

Emily is honored to work for 
the Crawford Stewardship Project’s (CSP) mission and goals. CSP 
“promotes sustainable land use, environmental justice, and local 
control of natural resources,” a goal Emily stands behind, giving 
purpose and meaning, and a deep personal connection to this 
watershed. 

As a young person determined to unburden our future 
from climate change, Emily has remarkable ambition to work 
her hardest for this mission. As Greta Thunberg, a Gen-Z 
environmentalist,  once said, “The moment we decide to fulfill 
something, we can do anything.” 

CAFOs Continued on Page 5

Who is responsible for CAFOs? 
As citizens engage at every level, town and county boards sit on their 
hands, and everyone holds their breath for DNR action 
By Forest Jahnke

Crawford Stewardship Project supports farmers, and believes we can continue to 
produce food, fiber and medicine from the land, while maintaining clean air, clear waters 
and building living soils. That said, we question the direction that so-called “modern” 
or “conventional” agriculture has taken, and hold a high standard for land uses in the 
complex and rugged landscape we call home. We promote resilient land uses that will 
be sustainable and able to feed our communities, despite a harsher climate and the 
fluctuations of international commodities markets. 

JOIN US!

Farms, Factories, and the Future
Zoom June 5, 1:00-5:00pm

Crawford Stewardship Project, Sustain Rural 
Wisconsin Network, Socially Responsible Ag Project, 
UW Extension, and many more allies will be 
co-sponsoring a virtual public forum on the direction 
of agriculture.

◌ Hear and inquire about Crawford County’s 
experience with a CAFO, proposed expansions, 
regulations, and lessons learned

◌ Engage with a panel of sustainable and 
regenerative farmers and experts about resilient 
pathways forward for agriculture

◌ Network and strategize with a panel of 
community organizers from across the Midwest

Lorem ipsum

Click HERE to Register!

https://www.crawfordstewardship.org
http://crawfordstewardship.org
https://uwmadison.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJElcuqupjoqHdaBZOBAHjoxF_w2pBCNwjQL
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We couldn't do what we do without all of YOU! 

Thanks to our donors for supporting Crawford Stewardship Project’s mission, and helping us achieve our goals!

President Edie Ehlert
Vice President Ellen Brooks
Secretary Kathy Byrne

Treasurer Lamar Janes
Board Member Marinella Pro
Board Member Emily Schmidt

Crawford Stewardship Project is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization registered in the state of Wisconsin. 
Contributions are tax deductable to the fullest extent allowed by law. The newsletter is printed on recylced paper. 
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Kicking our karst education into high gear!
CSP is doing more than ever in 2021, the “International Year of Caves and Karst”!
By Forest Jahnke

We’re launching a new campaign, and it promises to be beautiful, engaging, and educational. Our kARsT (karst + ART) Connections 
Campaign seeks to reinvigorate and broaden our Karst Education Campaign through multimedia artistic and creative expressions. 

This campaign focuses on engaging younger audiences in ways they can learn about and appreciate our special landscape and 
watersheds, above and below the surface. This will expand our impact beyond our current citizen science and grassroots advocacy, 
broadening our reach and deepening our culture change work as we reshape the stories we tell ourselves about our relationship with 
land and water in this unique place. 

We launch this campaign revitalization in 2021 in conjunction with the International Year of Caves and Karst, supporting the goals 
of improving public understanding and appreciation of the importance and complexity of karst landscapes.

This project will also allow us to include and support the artist community which has been so generous with us and other non-profit 
organizations in the area. We intend to hire local artists, and strongly encourage members of under-represented groups to apply to create 
our commissioned artistic products.  

Are you an artist or author waiting for an opportunity to harness your 
creative talents for the greater good? Know any?

We are offering a $2,500 commission for the creation of a short illustrated book, featuring personified local animals learning about 
the world underneath our feet, about interconnectedness, and about themselves in the process. 

$500 for story authorship 
$2,000 for ten illustrations 

To apply for one or both of these commissions, 
please contact us at contact@crawfordstewardship.org or call (608) 632-1987 for details. 

Photo Credit: Carolyn Bendel Photo Credit: Carolyn BendelUnderground Wolrd Shadow Puppet Show

🖌 🖊

As a part of this campaign, we are also re-launching our Underground World shadow puppet show! This lovely 
little story follows the adventure of a curious little raccoon down a sinkhole and into the mysterious karst world 
underground. Stay tuned for opportunities to show this to your little ones, or have it shown at local schools! 

Finally, we will be hosting our annual Karst Exploration with Professor Emeritus, Kelvin Rodolfo on September 
11th (1:00-4:30pm)at Eagle Cave. Learn about sinkholes, sumps, springs and more on this enjoyable walk through 
Wisconsin's largest onyx cave. Gather details about this event on our website and social media. 

We look forward to broadening our audience for this important education, and as always, are happy to collaborate with any interested 
parties, so don’t hesitate to reach out!
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Embracing and Enhancing 
Water Quality Monitoring 

Together 
Some actions and experiences to make the water proud of us!

By Omaru Heras 
A wonderful community of volunteers and Crawford 

Stewardship Project is ready to go ahead with the upcoming water 
quality monitoring season at seven sites of concern in Crawford 
County. CSP´s Water Quality Monitoring Program will keep 
doing the Water Action Volunteers program baseline parameters: 
potential pathogens, total phosphorus and source tracking testings, 
plus the most recently implemented microplastics monitoring. It is 
worth mentioning that safety protocols (for Covid-19, and a host of 
other pathogens we have found in the waters) are always a priority 
in every activity.

And there is more! A youth group at North Crawford High 
School is getting organized to start monitoring a stream near their 
school, under teachers’ and CSP´s supervision. We believe that 
promoting future leaders through this kind of initiative is a key 
part of our success. 

A local group, Swamp Project People (SPP), and CSP will 
implement an official monitoring program for Myrtle Lake (the 
Soldiers Grove slough) this year, as a part of SPP´s restoration plan 
on that site.

CSP´s WQM program wants to dedicate part of this article 
to share some quotes with all of you from some of the witty and 
wonderful people who have been a part of this program over the 
years:

“Caring for our streams provides the 
opportunity to connect with our local 
environment. It is gratifying to work with CSP, our fellow 
WAV volunteers, and to be part of the citizen science movement.” 
Bill and Deb Hiller. CSP´s WQM and WI WAV Stream Monitoring 
Awarded monitors and supporters since 2013.

“I love the monthly meetings with the waterways in the driftless area. 

The WQM program has helped me realize 
the importance of protecting the earth.” 

Emily Schmidt, CSP volunteer and board member, sophomore at 

North Crawford Highschool.

“I found so much joy in inspiring people 
in our community through water quality 
monitoring. WQM is one of the coolest citizen science 
projects and volunteer opportunities. This hands-on experience 
truly helps build a stronger connection with our local ecosystem, 
which helps us better protect our precious natural resources. 
Data collected by WQM volunteers is utilized by CSP, many other 
environmental advocacy groups, and the state. WQM data informs 
us on the state of our waters, which assists us in decisions being 
made and practices in place that affect water quality.” Meg Wise, 
CSP´s 2017-2018 WQM coordinator.

We are extremely thankful to all our volunteers and to those 
whose support, time and effort has made a difference.

Have a look at the full WQM Report on our website: 
crawfordstewardship.org

Please, feel free to contact Omaru at 
oheras@crawfordstewardship.org

Former CSP Coordinator, Meg Wise inspriring new generations 

Former CSP Coordinator,  Meg Wise checking water transparency
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We also support all rural residents, including those with no voice, such as the rivers, the fish, the birds, and the human neighbors of 
high-impact industrial facilities who feel ignored by their local governments. This is why Crawford Stewardship Project and our Midwest 
Environmental Advocates attorneys filed a request for a full Environmental Impact Statement from the DNR on the Roth Feeder Pig 
II proposal. This was done last December on behalf of over 200 Crawford County residents & landowners, and followed this up with a 
petition signed by 48 organizations in support of this action. 

The original Roth Feeder Pig CAFO (Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation) near Wauzeka has been monitored actively for a 
decade, and unfortunately, our predictions of what would happen when too many animals are concentrated on too little land have held 
true. Soil phosphorus has skyrocketed to excessive levels on many fields, in some cases to levels that would take over a century of no 
spreading to drop back down to ideal levels. These high levels of phosphorus cause runoff to be particularly harmful to our waterways, 
and indicate likely high levels of nitrate leaching. Local streams and wells have seen increasing rates of contamination. 

Roth Feeder Pig has submitted a permit application that 
would make them the largest hog CAFO in Wisconsin.

Despite this situation, Roth Feeder Pig has submitted a permit application to the DNR to add a second facility (nearly three times the 
size of their current 2,900 sow operation) just a few miles away, which collectively would make them the largest hog CAFO in Wisconsin. 
In total, these two facilities would be spreading roughly 12 million gallons of liquid manure in a small area on steep slopes and fractured 
bedrock. 

The DNR has just issued the draft permits for this expansion, and set a virtual public hearing for June 10, at 10am. We encourage all 
who care about the air, waters, ecosystems, and human communities of the Kickapoo, Wisconsin, and Mississippi Rivers to register for 
the public hearing, and speak up for why this area is special and requires more than a cursory review of this factory farm. See details on 
back page.  

Dozens more CAFOs will be required to grow out all the piglets produced by Roth Feeder Pig alone, and as Iowa fills to the brim with 
these operations, they will be looking for more local opportunities. 

Of course we also engaged at the grassroots level, with the 
neighborhood, the township, and at the county level, but despite 
some success, have come up short of any real solutions or 
improvements to the situation. Marietta Township, after their short-
lived moratorium, have not considered ordinances that would 
mitigate potential problems.  

In October, the Crawford County Board received a 125-page report 
from their CAFO Study Committee (with a broad representation 
including Nikki Wagner, Roth Feeder Pig’s Nutrient Management 
Plan writer, county department staff, Conservation Committee 
members, and myself in an advisory role). This impressive report 
contained a detailed listing of potential actions the county could 
take to protect the future of agriculture and clean water in Crawford 
County. 

Disregarding calls to extend the moratorium from a majority of 
the County CAFO Study Committee, overwhelming support from 
the public and 16 local organizations, the county board allowed 
the moratorium to expire at the end of 2020. Despite repeated 
questioning, they have taken no action on any of the committee 
recommendations, and have even removed public comment from 
county board meetings!

We are used to dealing with stacked decks so, regardless of the 
setbacks, CSP is regrouping and broadening our base by forming 
our own CAFO Committee of concerned citizens to help us work on 
these issues. What started as the Kickapoo Stewards, challenging one 
proposal in their backyards, has grown beyond that.  We need people 
from around the county engaged to actively continue education on 
both stopping CAFOs, and local ordinances that would effectively 
mitigate some of the problems they create.

LiDAR Imagery shows the extreme slopes and gullies along the ridge where the Roth Feeder Pig II 
CAFO facility is proposed. 

Want to help keep your water safe and air clean?
Consider joining our CSP CAFO Committee. 

Send an email of interest to
contact@crawfordstewardship.org or call 608-632-2183
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Important Action Needed!
The DNR has drafted a proposed permit for Roth Feeder Pig II, with a “tentative 
recommendation to approve” the operation’s expansion to become the largest hog CAFO in 
the state. This is an imminent threat to water, air, land, property values, and health along the 
lower Kickapoo and Wisconsin rivers. 

There are two ways that concerned citizens can have an impact: 

1) Write or call the below DNR members
 Dave Siebert (David.Siebert@wisconsin.gov or 608-264-6048)
 Brian Weigel (Brian.Weigel@wisconsin.gov or 608-225-4964)
 Preston Cole (Preston.Cole@wisconsin.gov or 608-267-7556)

2) Attend the June 10 (10AM) public hearing via zoom. You must register online to attend this 
event. Click HERE to register. 

For additional information on the Roth Feeder Pig II permit application, click HERE.
To view the proposed permit and fact sheet, click HERE. 

https://www.crawfordstewardship.org/donate/
https://twitter.com/crawfordsteward
https://www.facebook.com/CrawfordStewardshipProject/
https://www.instagram.com/crawfordstewardshipproject/
https://www.crawfordstewardship.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwpcOqsqz8rGNbIzVu74Ww1-UwIvjsr-kni.
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/CAFO/RothII
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Wastewater/PublicNotices.html
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